io4            SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

not to stretch the leather more than necessary. No
hollow backs to be used, but the leather to be attached
to the back.

Leather. See report of Sub-Committee. [Leather to be
free from mineral acids, and generally treated as recom-
mended in the Sub-Committee's report.]

Handles for pulling out of shelf. In the case of very large
books that are likely to be much used, it is advisable to
have a strap of leather going loosely across the back and
each end fastened to a board of the book. The Sub-
Committee saw some such arrangement at one or two
of the libraries visited, and it seemed that a great saving
of the binding resulted from the use.

Note that manuscripts on vellum, or books of special
value will, of course, require bindings designed to meet
the special conditions.

Specification II, for Ordinary Library Binding

Sheets and Plates. All sheets broken at the back to be
made sound with guards, any single leaves or plates to
be guarded round adjoining sections. Folded plates
to be guarded with linen at folds. No pasting-on to be
allowed,

End-papers. To be of good paper sewn on. No pasting-
on or overcasting to be allowed.

Sewing. To be on not less than four unbleached linen
tapes, with unbleached linen thread of suitable thick-
ness. Books to be glued up and backed in the ordinary
way, or left square.

$oa%ds. To be made 'split boards' like those vellum
binders use. Strawboard lined with a thick black-board
liner.

^Cutting or treatment of edges. To depend on orders.
' Attaching Slips. Slips to be pasted on to waste end-
papers, which should be cut off about two inches from